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Introductions 

• Name 

• Role 

• Provider / Type of Provider 

• Do you currently use a VLE? 

• If so, what platform do you use? If not, are 

you thinking about introducing a VLE. 

• Have you taken any steps to make your VLE 

more accessible to learners with autism? 



Ofsted VLE Evaluation 



Our Challenge 

• To create a virtual learning environment 

which allows for blended learning 

opportunities across a range of sites and 

environments. 

• To create an environment which is 

accessible to all learners regardless of 

their literacy and ICT skills. 



Learner Entitlement 

• Essential that learners are able to access 

vocational specialist teaching regardless 

of their location. 

• Are able to access resources 24/7 

• Are able to access a wide range of 

materials in an accessible format. 

• Promotes independent learning through a 

supportive medium 

 



Access to all 

• It is essential that all learners are able to 

access course materials regardless of 

their literacy or ICT skills. 

• Structure the environment to minimise 

distractions. 

 



Clean Pages 



• The docking bar introduced 

in Moodle 2 allows learners 

to access specific ‘blocks’ 

without them constantly 

been a distraction. 



Access through assistive tech 



• The use of hyperlinked images enables learners to easily access resources through 

a range of assistive technologies and devices 

• Touchscreen Monitors 

• Interactive Whiteboards 

• Tablets/Mobiles 

• Switch Technology 

 



The use of symbols/consistancy 

• All symbols used are consistent 

throughout the college and the wider 

society. 

• Support literacy 

• Clear and concise single concept 

• Over 20,000 images available 

 

 Widgit Symbols (c) Widgit Software 2002-2012 





Recognising Achievement 

• Certificate module is embedded in all course. 

• Fully customised for learners and staff 

• Learners benefit from instant feedback. 

• Certificate module allows for the recognition of 

achievement. 

• Is based on the successful achievement and 

completion of quizzes throughout the course. 

 



Test Student 



Excellence Gateway Case Study 

http://bit.ly/SXuPlw 



Activity 

• Using your own VLE how does it currently 

meet the needs of learners with autism 

and LLDD. 

• How could it be more learner friendly? 

• What barriers might you face? 
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